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year b e f o r e  that. So we're b u i l d i n g  that y ear b e f o r e  that right 
now. So unless we cut this year to a g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  than we 
have, we're going to see that growth level increase. You're
also g o i n g  to see that the G e neral F und rev e n u e s  are projected
to grow b y  7.2 p e r c e n t  in the next two y e a r s . That m ay be an 
h i s t orical average but, quite honestly, l o o k i n g  at our economy 
the last tw o  years, that's rather optimistic. So I th i n k  that 
we h ave to be very, v e r y  serious h e r e  in l o o k i n g  at our tax 
poli c y  and say, what is sustainable? W hat can the peo p l e  of 
N ebraska afford? No w  if you look again, I d i d  d i s t r i b u t e  again 
a copy f rom the State of Neb r a s k a  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  A n n u a l  Financial 
Repo r t  for the fiscal year ending June 30th of 2001, and I have 
befor e yo u  the U n i v e r s i t y  of N e b r a s k a  and the S t a t e  College
p o rt io n and under Instruction in the mid d l e  of the p a g e  you see
that in the year ending June 30th of 2001 the U n i v e r s i t y  of 
N eb r a s k a  spent $ 2 98,907,000 on instruction. N ow we h a d  a lot of 
speeches h e r e  y e s t e r d a y  on ho w  we v a l u e  e d u c a t i o n  a nd I w ant you 
to k no w t hat I a b s o lutely do. My h u s b a n d  and I s t arted saving 
for c o l lege the da y  our first child was born. We d i d n ' t  wait. 
My entire salary goes to pay for hig h e r  e d u c a t i o n  for our 
children. I'm that dedicated. I w ill do w i t h o u t  anything to 
put my c h i l d r e n  t h rou gh school. But w hen we talk about the 
q u ality of education, we're t a l k i n g  about instruction. We're 
talking about t e a c h e r s . W e 're t a lking about what h a p p e n s  in the 
classroom. A n d  the i n struction bud g e t  for the u n i v e r s i t y  was 
$298 million, 9 0 7 . . . or $298,907,000 in t hat year. N o w  if we're
going to g ive them w i t h  this amendment still $423 million, that
means that, in fact, we will have c o v ered  the enti r e  instruction 
budget. We also h ave enough left over to p a y  th e  academic 
support, w h i c h  is a n other $74 million, and we ' r e  o n l y  about a 
m i l l i o n  dollars shy of also c o vering the o p e r a t i o n  and
m a i n t e n a n c e  of the p l a n t  at $51 m i l lion in this budget. So
we're not t a lking about b e i n g  slackers here in our appropriation 
to the university. We are t a l king about su p p o r t i n g  the 
fundamental m i s s i o n  of the university. N ow we also support 
their research, we give them grants and d o llars for medical 
research, and we also k now that the federal g o v e r n m e n t  does. 
A nd  if y o u  look u p  above, you see that the f e d e r a l  grants and 
contracts are $155 million, which cert a i n l y  offsets the research 
under Expend i t u r e s  of 147 million. So we are also tak i n g  care 
of r e search needs. We're not being slackers. I t h i n k  we're
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